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I am a student, how do I become a 

Solicitor? 

 

College  

 

 
You choose to study Law at A Level.  This 

allows you to explore the basics of the legal 

system in England and Wales and provides a 

foundation for future studies. 

 

Allows a Landlord to seek possession on the 

grounds of:  

rent arrears, antisocial behaviour, domestic 

violence 

Graduate CILEx Legal Executive 

You have completed the Chartered 

Legal Executive Apprenticeship 

programme and you are now a 

Chartered Legal Executive.  If you have 

had 3 years qualifying employment, 

with 1 year of this immediately 

following the completion of the CILEx 

Graduate Diploma, you can apply to 

become a Fellow CILEx. You must also 

have completed a portfolio of work 

during your employment.  

Paralegal Apprenticeship 
(Level 3) 

 

You will gain professional legal 

qualifications whilst working in paid 

employment at a law firm.  You must 

be over 16 and have the equivalent of 

5 GCSEs graded A* - C and 3 A Levels 

graded A* - C.  It is a 2-year course. 

 

Chartered Legal Executive 

Apprenticeship (Level 6) 

 

Solicitor Apprenticeship 
(Level 7) 

 

You will gain professional legal 

qualifications whilst working in paid 

employment at a law firm. You must 

be over 16 and have the equivalent 

of 5 GCSEs graded A* - C and 3 A 

Levels graded A* - C.  It is a 2-year 

course. It is a 7-year programme 

after which you will gain an honours 

degree in law and qualify as a 

solicitor.  During your time, you will 

build a portfolio of your experience 

gained.  To complete the 

apprenticeship, you must pass the 

SRA centralised assessment – a 

functioning knowledge test + a 

practical legal skills assessment.   

 

You will gain professional legal 

qualifications whilst working in paid 

employment at a law firm.  You will 

complete the Level 3 and Level 6 CILEx 

diploma in Law and Legal Practice.  It is 

approximately a 5-year course during 

which you will undertake exams and 

professional skills courses.  You must 

complete a portfolio of work during your 

apprenticeship.  

Paralegal  

 
You are qualified through education and 

training to perform substantive legal 

work, but you are not a Legal Executive 

or Solicitor.   

 

Solicitor  

You become a member of the Solicitors 

Regulation Authority and you are 

qualified to deal with various legal 

matters.  You are able to choose an 

area of law to specialise in i.e. 

conveyancing, probate or litigation.  
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